Updated Hospital EMTALA Manual

2009 Edition

The Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association is pleased to announce the release of the 2009 Hospital EMTALA Manual. The new manual, licensed by Coppersmith Schermer & Brockelman PLC, contains updated guidance relating to the federal Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act and includes the following new features:
1. Three New Chapters
· Application of EMTALA, which includes discussion of the application of EMTALA to various providers, including provider-based and freestanding hospital departments and urgent care centers.
· Duty to Accept Transfers.
· EMTALA Compliance in Overcapacity/Disaster Situations, which includes a discussion of the new regulatory provisions governing the application of EMTALA in national emergencies.

2. New Content 

· Updated to discuss new EMTALA regulations, Interpretive Guidelines, and CMS program memoranda and informal guidance issued since the last EMTALA Manual was published in 2004.
· More detailed discussion of the EMTALA central log requirements.
· Recommendations on ways to obtain sufficient on-call physician coverage.
· Discussion of community call arrangements. 

· More detailed discussion and recommendations governing the medical screening examination and stabilizing treatment process for behavioral health patients (including RBHA patients).

· More detailed discussion of the OIG enforcement process. 

3. Updated Policies and Procedures and Educational Tools 
· Updated as needed to comply with recent regulatory requirements or reflect recommended practices. 

_________________________________________________________________

The 2008-2009 EMTALA Manual is available in CD format only.  The price for AzHHA members is $495.00 for the first copy and $445.50 (a 10% discount) for each additional CD ordered on the same form.  For hospitals within a health system, each hospital must purchase its own manual, but health system orders may be combined on a single order form to take advantage of the volume discount.  

Non-members pay $900.00 for the first copy and $810.00 (a 10% discount) for each additional order on the same form.  Hospitals or healthcare systems located outside of Arizona that are members of another state hospital association qualify for the AzHHA member price. 

