EYEWASH STATIONS INSPECTION 5/08

Q:  Is it a requirement that eye wash stations are checked weekly in the lab and/or other areas where they are present? Thank you.
A: The Joint Commission standards do not provide specific information regarding the use, location, testing or maintaining of these devices. Our expectation is that the organization will follow all local, state and federal guidelines. A reference to consider is the "Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment" as published by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Standard Z358.1-1998. This standard states inspecting and operating (activating) the emergency shower, eyewash station, combination units, and drench hoses weekly. Keep a signed, dated record. Also, individual workers should be encouraged to check the operation of the eyewash station daily for their own protection.
 The ANSI standard recommends a complete inspection on an annual (yearly) basis. Preventive maintenance inspections should be done every six months to check for such problems as valve leakage, clogged openings and lines, and adequacy of the fluid volume. A work record of these inspections should be kept. Replacement parts should be kept on hand to prevent the system from becoming non-functional. If the system breaks down for any reason, the workers in the area should be properly warned and protected. Personal eyewash equipment should be inspected and maintained according to the manufacturer's instructions and at least annually for overall operation.
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