THE UNOFFICIAL GUIDE TO THE JOINT COMMISSION AND HEALTHCARE ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS


	ABHR
	Alcohol-Based Hand Rubs (foam or gel)

	AC
	Accreditation Committee

	ACD
	Automated Compounding Devise (USP797)

	ACPH
	Air Changes Per Hour (USP797)

	AD
	Associate Director

	ADA
	Americans with Disabilities Act

	ADC
	Average Daily Census

	ADE
	Adverse Drug Event

	ADM
	Accreditation Document Management System

	ADP
	Accreditation Decision Processing System

	ADR
	Adverse Drug Reaction

	AHC
	Ambulatory Health Care

	AHJ
	Authority Having Jurisdiction 

	AIA
	American Institute of Architects

	ALARA
	As Low as Reasonably Achievable (USP797)

	ALF
	Assisted Living Facility

	ALOS
	Average Length of Stay

	API
	Accreditation Process Improvement

	APR
	Accreditation Participation Requirement

	APS
	Application Processing System

	AR
	Account Representative

	ASC
	Ambulatory Surgery Center

	ASHE
	American Society of Healthcare Engineers

	ASHI
	American Society of Histocompatibility & Immunogentics (Lab Agreement)

	ASHRAE
	American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers 

	BARC
	Board Appeal Review Committee

	BBI
	Basic Building Information (Part of the Statement of Conditions [SOC])

	BCMA
	Bar-code Medication Administration

	BHC
	Behavioral Health Care

	BHCAS
	Behavioral Health Care Accreditation Services

	BI
	Biological Indicator (USP797)

	BMP
	Building Maintenance Program

	BOC
	Board of Commissioners

	BOP
	Bureau of Prisons

	BPHC
	Bureau of Primary Health Care

	BPOC
	Bar-code Point-of-Care  (also known as Auto-ID/Bar code enabled med admin)

	BSC
	Biological Safety Cabinet (USP797)

	BUD
	Beyond-use Date (USP797)

	CACI 
	Compounding Aseptic Containment Isolator (USP797)

	CAH
	Critical Access Hospital

	CAI
	Compounding Aseptic Isolator (USP797)

	CALS
	Consolidated Accreditation and Licensure Survey (California)

	CAMH
	Comprehensive Accreditation Manual for Hospitals

	CAP 
	College of American Pathologists (Lab Cooperative Agreement)

	CAP
	Corrective Action Plan

	CARE
	Continuity Assessment Record and Evaluation Tool (Home Care/CMS)

	CCM
	Common Communication Method

	CDC
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

	CETA
	Controlled Environment Testing Association 

	CFU
	Colony-Forming Unit(s) (USP797)

	CID
	Case-identifiable Data

	CLAR
	Clarified elements of performance

	CHAP
	Community Health Action Partnership (Home Care Cooperative Agreement)

	CLIA ‘88
	Clinical laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988

	CMS
	Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

	COLA
	Commission on Office Laboratory Accreditation (Lab Cooperative Agreement)

	CON
	Conditional Outcome

	CoP
	Conditions of Participation

	CPG
	Clinical Practice Guidelines

	CPOE
	Computerized Physician Order Entry

	CRS
	Clinical Respiratory Service (Home Care Program)

	CSG
	Clinical/Service Group

	CSI
	Continuous System Improvement

	CSP
	Compounded Sterile Preparation (USP797)

	CSR
	Continuous Service Readiness

	CSTD
	Closed-System Vial-Transfer Device (USP797)

	CVO
	Credentialing Verification Organization

	DA
	Denial of Accreditation Outcome

	DCA
	Direct Compounding Area (USP797)

	DF
	Delivering and Facilitating Care (Disease-specific Care Certification)

	DMAT
	Disaster Medical Assistance Team

	DMEPOS
	Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and Supplies

	DOD
	Department of Defense

	DSC
	Disease Specific Care

	e-App
	Electronic Application for Accreditation

	e-BBI
	Electronic Basic Building Information

	e-PFI
	Electronic Plan for Improvement

	e-SOC
	Electronic Statement of Conditions

	EC
	Environment of Care

	ECV
	Endotoxin Challenge Vial (USP797)

	ED
	Emergency Department

	EP or EPs
	Element(s) of Performance

	EPA
	U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

	EPSS
	Emergency Power Supply System

	ESAR-VHP
	Emergency System for Advance Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals

	ESC
	Evidence of Standards Compliance

	ESC report
	Evidence of Standards Compliance Report

	ESO
	Early Survey Policy Option

	ESP
	Early Survey Policy

	EU
	Endotoxin Unit (USP797)

	FAQs
	Frequent Asked Questions

	FDA
	Food and Drug Administration

	FMEA
	Failure Mode and Effects Analysis

	FSES
	Fire Safety Evaluation System

	HAI
	Healthcare-associated Infection

	HAP
	Hospital Accreditation Program

	HAS
	Hospital Accreditation Service

	HAS
	Hospital Accreditation Standards

	HBIPS
	Hospital-Based Inpatient Psychiatric Services 

	HC
	Home Care

	HCAS
	Home Care Accreditation Services

	HCAHPS
	Health Care Attitude Hospital Patient Survey (CMS Mandate)

	HCFA
	Health Care Financing Administration

	HCO
	Health Care Organization

	HCSC
	Health Care Services Certification

	HEICS
	Hospital Emergency Incident Command System

	HEPA
	High-efficiency Particulate Air 

	HFE
	Human Factors Engineering

	HHS
	U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

	HIA
	Health Care Associated Infections

	HICPAC
	Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory Committee 

	HIPAA
	Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996

	HME
	Home Medical Equipment

	H & P
	History and Physical

	HQA
	Hospital Quality Alliance

	HR
	Management of Human Resources

	HRSA
	Health Resources and Services Administration

	HVA
	Hazard Vulnerability Analysis

	HVAC
	Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning 

	IBW
	It Better Work

	IC
	Infection Control

	ICRA
	Infection Control Risk Assessment

	IE
	Implementation Expectations (related to the NPSGs)

	IHI
	Institute for Healthcare Improvement

	ILSM
	Interim Life Safety Measures

	IM
	Management of Information

	IMQ
	Institute for Medical Quality

	INR
	International Normalised Ratio

	IOM
	Institute of Medicine

	IPA
	Isopropyl Alcohol (USP797)

	ISO
	International Organization for Standardization 

	Jayco®
	Jayco (Extranet Site for the Joint Commission—this is not an acronym)

	JCAHO
	Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations

	JCI
	Joint Commission International

	JCR
	Joint Commission Resources

	LAB/LAS
	Laboratory Accreditation Service

	LAFW
	Laminar Airflow Workbench (USP797)

	LD
	Leadership

	LIP
	Licensed Independent Practitioner

	LOS 
	Length of Stay

	LRN
	Laboratory Response Network   (CDC)

	LSC
	Life Safety Code®

	LTC
	Long Term Care

	LTCAS
	Long Term Care Accreditation Service

	LTC2
	Medicare/Medicaid Certification-Based Long Term Care Accreditation (Abbreviated Long Term Care Survey)

	LTP
	Long Term Care Pharmacy

	LMWH
	Low Molecular Weight Heparin

	LVAD
	Left Ventricular Device

	LVRS
	Lung Volume Reduction Survey

	MAR
	Medication Administration Record

	MDRO
	Multi-Drug-Resistant Organism

	MDS
	Minimum Data Set

	MDVs
	Multiple-Dose Vials (USP797)

	MEC
	Medical Executive Committee

	MedPar
	Medicare Provider Analysis and Review

	MM
	Medication Management

	MMWR
	Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 

	MOS
	Measure(s) of Success

	MRC
	Medical Reserve Corps (formed in 2002--community support during emergencies.)

	MRDD
	Mentally Retarded Developmentally Disabled

	MS
	Medical Staff

	MSO
	Medicare Survey Option

	NDMS
	National Disaster Medical System 

	NET
	Network

	NIMS
	National Incident Management System

	NIOSH
	National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health  

	NIST
	National Institute of Standards and Technology (USP797)

	NQF
	National Quality Forum

	NPSG
	National Patient Safety Goal

	NR
	Nursing

	NS
	Nursing Standards

	NSQIP
	American College of Surgeons’ National Surgical Quality Improvement Program 

	OASIS
	Outcome and Assessment Information Set

	OBS
	Office Based Surgery

	OME
	Home Care Accreditation Program

	Organization
	Refers to ambulatory care organization, behavioral health care organization, critical access hospital, home care organization, hospital, long term care organization or office-based surgery practice, as applicable

	OPO
	Organ Procurement Organization

	OPTN
	Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network

	ORYX
	A Joint Commission performance measurement initiative (not an acronym)

	OSH Act
	Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970  

	OSHA
	Occupational Safety and Health Administration  

	P4P
	Pay for Performance

	PAPR
	Powered Air-purifying Respirator  

	Patient
	Also refers to client or resident, as applicable

	PC
	Provision of Care

	PDA
	Preliminary Denial of Accreditation

	PEC
	Primary Engineering Control 

	PET
	Positron Emission Tomography (USP797)

	PFA
	Priority Focus Area

	PFI
	Plan for Improvement

	PFP
	Priority Focus Process

	PFT
	Priority Focus Tool

	PHI
	Protected Health Information

	PI
	Improving Organization Performance

	PICE
	Potential Injury Creating Events 

	PICRA
	Proactive Infection Control Risk Assessment

	PII
	Public Information Interview

	PLHCP
	Physician or another Licensed Healthcare Professional  (CDC)  

	PM
	Performance Measurement  (Disease-specific Care Certification)

	POA
	Plan of Action

	POC
	Plan of Correction

	PPE
	Personal Protective Equipment

	PPI
	Public Policy Initiative

	PPR
	Periodic Performance Review

	PR
	Program Management (Disease-specific Care Certification)

	PRA
	Performance Risk Assessment (part of S3)

	PROV
	Provisional Accreditation

	PSI
	Pounds per Square Inch

	PTAC
	Professional and Technical Advisory Committee

	PTM
	Plant Technology Management

	QA
	Quality Assurance 

	QIO
	Quality Improvement Office (previously PRO)

	QMS
	Quality Monitoring System

	RCA
	Root Cause Analysis

	RFI
	Recommendation for Improvement

	RHP
	Review Hearing Panel

	RI 
	Ethics, Rights, and Responsibilities

	Ro6

	Rule of 6

	RPN
	Risk Priority Number 

	RR
	Regional Representative

	RTC
	Residential Treatment Center

	RUS
	Random Unannounced Surveys

	S3
	Strategic Surveillance System 

	SAG
	Survey Activity Guide

	SAM
	Surveyor Assignment Management System

	SARS
	Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome   

	SBAR
	Situation, Background, Assessment, Recommendation

	SCIP
	Surgical Care Improvement Project

	SE
	Sentinel Event

	SEAG
	Sentinel Event Advisory Group

	SFL
	Special Function Laboratory

	SIG
	Standards Interpretation Group

	SII
	Standards Improvement Initiative

	SIP
	Surgical Infection Prevention

	SNS
	Strategic National Stockpile  

	SOC
	Statement of Conditions™

	SOP
	Standard Operating Procedure

	SPN
	Sentinel Provider Network (CDC) 

	SSP
	Standards and Survey Procedures Committee

	SVI
	Sterile Vial for Injection (USP797)

	SV/NP
	Shared Visions/New Pathways

	TMA
	TRICARE Management Activity

	TRICARE
	Formerly known as the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS)

	TSA
	Trypticase Soy Agar (USP797)

	UP
	Universal Protocol

	USP
	United State Pharmacopeia

	VBP
	Value Based Purchasing

	WHO
	World Health Organization  

	
	Some of the following terms were previously used by The Joint Commission and may appear in literature or reports prior to 2004 New Survey Process

	
	Accreditation Decisions

	C3
	Accreditation with Type I recommendations

	CC/CON
	Conditional Accreditation

	DL
	Deleted (Initial Organizations)

	NS
	Never Surveyed (Initial Organizations)

	O3
	Accreditation without Type I recommendations

	PA
	Provisional Accreditation

	PDA
	Preliminary Denial of Accreditation

	UN
	Unaccredited

	
	Survey Types

	CON
	Conditional Follow-Up

	ESP
	Early Survey Policy

	EXT
	Extension Surveys

	FULL
	Reaccreditation Survey

	FOC
	Focus Survey

	INIT
	Initial Survey

	ISP
	Integrated Survey Process

	RUS
	Random Unannounced Survey

	SEWPR
	Sentinel Event Written Progress Report

	SPCAN
	Special Announced Survey

	SPCUNA
	Special Unannounced Survey

	WPR
	Written Progress Report

	
	Common Surveyor Class

	AH
	Administrator

	ALP
	Ambulatory Infusion, Long Term Care, Home Care Pharmacy

	ALS
	Assisted Living Specialist

	AMB
	Ambulatory

	APH
	Ambulatory Infusion & Home Care Pharmacist

	CAH
	Critical Access Hospital/Small Hospital

	CRT
	Respiratory Specialist & Rehabilitation Technology

	GA
	Generalist (AHC)

	GA-C
	Ambulatory Component (CHR Surveys)

	GH
	Generalist (HAP)

	GH-C
	Generalist (Component)

	GL
	Generalist (Long Term Care)

	GL-C
	Generalist (Component)

	GM
	Generalist (BHC)

	HE
	Hospice Equipment Specialist

	HH
	Home Care Nurse

	HHA
	Medicare Deemed Status Nurse (Home Care Only)

	HH-C
	Nurse (Component)

	HME
	Home Medical Equipment Specialist

	HOS
	Hospice Nurse (Also used for Hospice deemed status)

	HPMD
	Psychiatrist

	HSM
	HH Deemed Status RN w/hospice experience

	IBG
	Integrated Behavioral Generalist

	IBN
	Integrated Behavioral Health Nurse

	IBN
	Integrated Behavioral Health Physician

	INF
	Ambulatory Infusion Pharmacist

	ILO
	Integrated Nurse (OME & LTS)

	IO
	Integrated Nurse (OME)

	IL
	Integrated Nurse (LTC)

	IP
	Integrated Physician

	LAB
	Full Lab Surveyor

	LPH
	Pharmacy (Long Term Care)

	LTP
	Long Term and Home Care Pharmacist

	NET-A
	Network

	NET-B
	Network

	NH
	Nurse

	OBS
	Office Based Surgeon

	PH
	Physician

	RCP
	Respiratory Specialist

	RES
	Rehabilitation Physician

	RTS
	Rehabilitation Technology Specialist

	RX
	Home Care Pharmacist

	SES
	Sentinel Event Specialist

	SFL
	Special Function Lab Surveyor

	SL
	Sub-Acute Specialist

	SRG
	Surgeon (AHC)

	SRH
	Social Rehabilitation Specialist

	THA
	Teaching Hospital Administrator

	THP
	Teaching Hospital Physician

	THR
	Teaching Hospital Nurse

	
	


July 1, 2008 Update included those abbreviations or acronyms that appeared in the July 2008 The Joint Commission Perspectives and were not previously noted.
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