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Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association Honors Top State Legislators
Phoenix, Arizona – Four Arizona lawmakers are the recipients of the Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association’s (AzHHA’s) 2011 Legislative Appreciation Awards. Paul Jenson, Chief Operating Officer - Western Division IASIS Healthcare and AzHHA Chair-Elect, presented the awards during AzHHA’s Annual Membership Conference at The Buttes Tempe Resort.  
The Arizona legislators AzHHA recognized are:
· Representative Kate Brophy McGee (R-Phoenix)

· Senator Rich Crandall (R-Mesa) 

· Representative Matt Heinz (D-Tucson)

· Senator Russ Jones (R-Yuma)
AzHHA selected the legislators for their support of high quality healthcare for hospital patients during the 2011 legislative session.    
“Each of these lawmakers understands the vital role hospitals play in the communities they serve,” said Laurie Liles, AzHHA’s president and chief executive officer. “Arizona’s hospitals are deeply grateful to these legislators for their steadfast leadership and thoughtful approach to policymaking during a challenging legislative session.   These lawmakers understand that Arizonans need and deserve a healthcare safety net they can depend on 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Their constituents are well served.”
AzHHA launched its Legislative Appreciation Awards program in 1998 to recognize legislators who are dedicated to improving and protecting healthcare for all Arizonans.
About AzHHA
AzHHA is an organization of hospitals and healthcare systems dedicated to providing leadership on issues affecting the delivery, quality, accessibility and cost-effectiveness of healthcare.  For more information, please contact Pete Wertheim at pwertheim@cox.net or the following phone numbers: (602) 445-4318 (office) or (602) 515-3847 (cell). 
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